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Hygiene Items Donation

Bottle Cap Benches

VFW Auxiliary

Wisconsin

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE

2025 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

Grand Prize $10,000
Second Prize $3,000 ● Third $2,000 ● Fourth to Tenth $500

2025 Illinois Purple Heart Raffle
Proceeds go towards veterans assistance programs in Illinois

Grand Prize $2,000

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE

Second Prize $3,000 

2025 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois Convention Raffle
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Address ____________________________________________________________
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Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
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2025 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________
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City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2024-00245

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 7, 2025 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 7, 2025 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 7, 2025 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 7, 2025 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2024-00245

2025 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 7, 2025 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE

2024 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

Grand Prize $10,000
Second Prize $3,000 ● Third $2,000 ● Fourth to Tenth $500

2023 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

2023 Illinois Purple Heart Raffle
Proceeds go towards veterans assistance programs in Illinois 

Grand Prize $2,000

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE
Grand Priz

Gra

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________
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Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221
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Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle
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Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________
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Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221
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Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00
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2023 Illin
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Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
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$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2023 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

2023 Illinois Purple Heart Raffle
Proceeds go towards veterans assistance programs in Illinois 

Grand Prize $2,000

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE
Grand Priz

Gra

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
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Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2023 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2022-00221

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

License No. 2022-00221

2023 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 10, 2023 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2024 Illinois Purple Heart Raffle
Proceeds go towards veterans assistance programs in Illinois

Grand Prize $2,000

2024 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2023-00258

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 8, 2024 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2024 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2023-00258

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 8, 2024 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2024 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2023-00258

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 8, 2024 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2024 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2023-00258

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 8, 2024 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

2024 Illin
ois Convention Raffle

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________  
License No. 2023-00258

Grand Prize $10,000

Second Prize $3,000 • Third $2,000 • Fourth to Tenth $500

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN 
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle

DRAWING AT VFW STATE CONVENTION 

ON JUNE 8, 2024 IN SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... TICKETS AND RETURN ENVELOPE

2024 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

Grand Prize $10,000
Second Prize $3,000 ● Third $2,000 ● Fourth to Tenth $500

2023 Illinois 
Convention Raffle

2023 Illinois Purple Heart Raffle
Proceeds go towards veterans assistance programs in Illinois 

Grand Prize $2,000
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Phone___________________________________  
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$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00
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City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________
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No Purchase Necessary 

License No. 2023-00258

2024 Illin
ois 

Convention Raffle
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See additional photos on 
Page 2
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National Convention

Saving Lives

VFW Auxiliary

Bridges, Watters elected to lead Illinois Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Auxiliary at State Conventions

Maurice Bridges, of Fair-
view Heights, and Cindy 
Watters were elected as the 
2024-25 State Command-
er and Auxiliary President 
respectively at the Illinois 
VFW 105th and Auxiliary 
100th State Conventions in 
Springfield, June 8.

Other state officers elect-
ed during the VFW conven-
tion were:

State Senior Vice Com-
mander - Eugene Blackwell 
- Post 311-16

State Junior Vice Com-
mander - Robert Bailey, Post 
7452-19

State Quartermaster -Joe 
Bartley - Post 10302-10

State Judge Advocate 
-Jayson Hoffman - Post
4763-10

State Surgeon - Ryan Hig-
ginbotham - Post 4226-13

State Chaplain - Gary 
Holmes - Post 2955-6

In addition, Bartley was 
appointed State Adjutant; 
Nancy O’Connell as Chief 
of Staff; and Cathy Stubbs 
was appointed as the State 
Inspector.

Other auxiliary officers 
elected during the Auxiliary 
convention were:

Auxiliary Senior Vice 
President - Diane Ahrens

Auxiliary Junior Vice 
President - Danielle Krull

Auxiliary Treasurer - Lin-
da Lorenz

Auxiliary Chaplain - Ter-
ry Adams

Auxiliary Conductor - 
Michael Maruszak

Auxiliary Guard -  Jenni-
fer Hunter

In addition, Rhonda Bork-
gren was appointed Auxilia-
ry Secretary and John Wat-
ters was appointed Auxiliary 
Chief of Staff.

VFW, Auxiliary Donations to National Home 
Exceed $54,000 During Illinois Day at Facility

September 21 kicked off the 
beginning of fall at the VFW 
National Home as members of 
the Illinois Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and its Auxiliary traveled 
to Michigan for Illinois Day.

In the early hours of Satur-
day, the campus was covered in 
thick fog as visitors from Illi-
nois rolled through the Nation-
al Home’s north entrance. 

Thankfully, the fog dissipat-
ed, and the day was comfortable 
and breezy. 

Attendees enjoyed watching the 
National Home children working 
on a pumpkin craft, taking guid-
ed campus tours, running a .1k 
race, enjoying a picnic lunch to-
gether, and hearing presentations 
from Department members and 
National Home staff.

All in all, it was a beautiful 
early fall weekend in Michigan!

It was a successful weekend 
for the National Home as the 
department brought many fi rst-
time visitors and presented more 
than $54,000 in donations to the 
National Home.

Above, State Commander Maurice Bridges 
addresses the Illinois delegation during Illinois 
Day while, at right, Auxiliary President Cindy 
Watters and Auxiliary Chief-of-Staff John Wat-
ters prepare for a tour with Executive Director 
Michael Wilson.

VFW National Home Exec-
utive Director Michael Wilson 
announces donations exceed 
$54,000 during Illinois Day at 
the VFW National Home.

Donors check in with VFW National Home staff prior to the Illinois Day ceremony.
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Hygiene Items Donation

Bottle Cap Benches

VFW Auxiliary

September 21 kicked off the 
beginning of fall at the VFW 
National Home as members of 
the Illinois Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and its Auxiliary traveled 
to Michigan for Illinois Day.

In the early hours of Satur-
day, the campus was covered in 
thick fog as visitors from Illinois 
rolled through the National 
Home’s north entrance. 

Thankfully, the fog dissipat-
ed, and the day was comfortable 
and breezy. 

Attendees enjoyed watching 
the National Home children 
working on a pumpkin craft, 
taking guided campus tours, 
running a .1k race, enjoying 
a picnic lunch together, and 
hearing presentations from De-
partment members and National 
Home staff.

All in all, it was a beautiful 
early fall weekend in Michigan!

It was a successful weekend 
for the National Home as the 
department brought many first-
time visitors and presented more 
than $54,000 in donations to the 
National Home.

VFW, Auxiliary Donations to National Home 
Exceed $54,000 During Illinois Day at Facility

VFW National Home Exec-
utive Director Michael Wilson 
announces donations exceed 
$54,000 during Illinois Day at 
the VFW National Home.

See additional photos on 
Page 2 Donors check in with VFW National Home staff prior to the Illinois Day ceremony.

Above, State Commander Maurice Bridges 
addresses the Illinois delegation during Illinois 
Day while, at right, Auxiliary President Cindy 
Watters, Auxiliary Chief of Staff John Watters 
prepares for a tour with Executive Director 
Michael Wilson.


